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GENEALOGICAL SKETCH OP GENERAL W. S. 
HANCOCK. 

BY HOWARD M. JENKINS. 

Winfield Scott Hancock, senior major-general in the 
army of the United States, and who, in 1880, received one 
hundred and fifty-five electoral votes for President of the 
United States, died at Governor's Island, New York, on the 
9th of February, 1886. 

General Hancock was entirely of Pennsylvania blood. 
He was born near Montgomery Square, in Montgomery 
County, and both his parents were natives of this State. 
Upon his mother's side his progenitors were Pennsylvanians 
back to their immigrant ancestors. Upon the paternal side 
his line is apparently not traceable beyond his grandfather, 
Richard Hancock, a seaman, who made his home in Phila- 
delphia in the close of the last and beginning of the present 
century. 

The mother of General Hancock was Elizabeth Hawks- 
worth. About 1730, Peter Hawksworth and his wife, 
Mary, came from England to Pennsylvania, and settled in 
what is now the township of Hatfield, in Montgomery 
County. (Hatfield had not then been created a separate 
township, nor had Montgomery County been set off from 
Philadelphia.) The tradition is that they came from Bir- 
mingham. Peter purchased a tract of land, and in his will, 
made February 26, 1767, he left to his " dearly beloved 
wife, Mary," the plantation he then lived on, including 
fifty-three acres. He mentions in the will his " three sons, 
by name Edward, John, and Peter," and his " three daugh- 
ters, by name Sarah, Ann, and Rachel." He left his wife 
executrix, but before the probate of the will (March 22, 
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1769) she died, as appears from the fact that John Jenkins, 1 
who had married his eldest daughter, Sarah, subsequently 
took out letters of administration " with the will annexed" 
upon his estate. 

It is traditional in the family that Peter and Mary Hawks- 
worth were buried in the ehurch-yard of St. Thomas's Epis- 
copal Church, at Whitemarsh. Their age is not known. 

Of their three sons, Edward probably died unmarried. 
Peter was twice married, but need not be farther traced at 
present, and John married Elizabeth Jenkins. She was the 
second daughter and fourth (and youngest) child of Jenkin 
Jenkin and Mary, his wife, immigrants from Wales, about 
1729, who settled also in what is now Hatfield township, 
and who therefore preceded by a short time the arrival of 
the Hawksworths at that place. 

John Hawksworth was born in 1733, and died in Febru- 
ary, 1777. He was a member of the Baptist Church of 
Montgomery 2 (the township adjoining Hatfield on the south- 
east), and was probably buried there. In 1761 he had pur- 
chased from his father a farm in Hatfield, which the father 
(Peter) had bought in 1749 from John Jenkins. Upon this 
he no doubt lived. It is upon the authority of one of his 
sons that he served as a soldier in the " French and Indian" 
war, and that he had been in the army of the Revolution 
during the operations of the period before his death, this 
being caused (at the early age of forty-four) by disease 
contracted in the service. 

The children of John and Elizabeth Jenkins Hawksworth 
were seven in number: Mary, Edward, John, Elizabeth, 
Ann, Sarah, and Peter. John died unmarried ; Peter, 
known as " Colonel Peter," from his position in the militia 

1 John Jenkins was the son of Jenkin Jenkin, the immigrant. His 
marriage with Sarah Hawksworth made a double connection between 
the two families, the other being that stated in the narrative, — John 
Hawksworth (brother of Sarah) with Elizabeth Jenkins (sister of John). 

2 This church was formed in 1719, the fourth of the Baptists in Penn- 
sylvania, its predecessors being Cold Spring, Pennepack, and Phila- 
delphia. 
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forces of Pennsylvania, was captain of a company in the 
war with England in. 1814, and was absent for some time in 
the service. He held some civil positions, and left a family. 
Edward, who in his lifetime appears to have adopted the 
present spelling of the name (Hoxworth), was born Septem- 
ber 22, 1760, and died January 11, 1847. He was, like his 
father, connected with the Baptist Church at Montgomery. 
His home was in Hatfield, on a farm partly inherited from 
his father, and partly purchased from his brothers and sis- 
ters. " He entered the Revolutionary army," says a gene- 
alogical sketch by his nephew, the late William J. Hox- 
worth, of Macungie, "when a boy about fifteen years of 
age, and served under various commands until independence 
was established, and received a pension to the end of his life. 
He was a member of the company of which John Jenkins 1 
was lieutenant, which company had in charge part of the 
Hessian prisoners taken at Trenton, December 26, 1776. 
He was a small-built man, but exceedingly lithe and active. 
In his younger days he would leap over an ordinary-sized 
horse without touching, and after he had reached threescore 
years and ten was able to do a full day's work in the har- 
vest-field without apparent weariness." 

Edward married Mary Hoxworth, who was born in 1760, 
and died in 1823. She was his first cousin, being the eldest 
daughter of his uncle, Peter (son of Peter, the immigrant), 
by his first wife. They, Edward and Mary, were the 
grandparents of General Hancock. They had in all nine 
children, — Ann, Ellen, John, Israel, Mary, Margaret, Ed- 
ward, Elizabeth, and Sarah. Elizabeth was born Decem- 
ber 8, 1801, and died January 25, 1879. She married 
Benjamin Eranklin Hancock. 

Returning now to the male line, Richard Hancock, of 
Philadelphia, the seaman, is said to have been one of the 
victims of the British enforcement of the arbitrary " right 
of search," to have been taken from an American vessel, 

1 This was John Jenkins, second, son of the John heretofore men- 
tioned. His daughter Sarah married " Colonel Peter" Hoxworth, men- 
tioned above. 
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and subsequently to have been imprisoned several years in 
England — conjecturably at Dartmoor — before he secured his 
release. He was twice married. By his first wife he had 
two daughters, Eliza and Ann, of whom nothing further is 
known to the writer. By his second wife, Anna Maria Nash 
(who was born at Edinburgh, Scotland, June 28, 1777), he 
had also two children, Benjamin F. and Sarah. The latter 
was born in 1802, and was living at least as late as 1821. 
She married H. E. Reynolds, but her further record, if there 
be any, has not been found. 

Both Benjamin F. and Sarah were born in Philadelphia, 
and it was during their infancy that their father was im- 
pressed by the British and so long detained. After his 
release (or escape) he returned, but going on a subsequent 
voyage, died of ship fever. His wife, left with the two 
children, was obliged to labor for her own maintenance, 
and presently, after the rule of the time in such a case, 
found "places" for the children. She died, it is stated, 
about 1822. 1 

Benjamin Franklin Hancock was born October 19, 1800. 
The earlier years of his childhood were spent in Philadel- 
phia, as already stated, and then he was placed to be brought 
up with 'Squire John Roberts, of Montgomery, a prominent 
citizen and active man of business. His large farm near 
Montgomery Square, an inheritance from his father, Eldad 
Roberts, he had removed to about 1794, having previously 
been a storekeeper at Spring House, a few miles southward, 
on the road from Philadelphia to Bethlehem. Supposing 
Benjamin to have gone to Montgomery at the age of ten, 
'Squire John was then a man of sixty. He had been ap- 
pointed a justice of the peace in 1791 by Governor MifHin, 
and he continued in commission until his death in 1823. 
With him the orphan lad doubtless found a comfortable 

1 1 have a letter written by her on the 1st of January, 1821, to 'Squire 
John Koberts, in which she speaks of a recent illness, and desires the 
payment of a small sum due her. She mentions a number of family 
and other details, and sends her " love to Benjamin." This was a year 
or so before her death. 
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home, and received a fair education at the " Free School," 
which had been founded at an earlier date at Montgomery 
Square, 1 and which afforded, indeed, opportunities superior 
to those usually found in the rural parts of Pennsylvania at 
that time. Some of the teachers were men of good qualifi- 
cations, and the neighborhood contained some persons of 
literary culture. 2 During the war with England, in 1814, 
though but a lad, he entered the service, and made a " tour 
of duty," probably with the company, which must have been 
recruited from the neighborhood, under command of Cap- 
tain Peter Hoxworth (the " Colonel Peter" named above). 

Benjamin F. Hancock married Elizabeth Hoxworth. 
The home of her parents was in the south corner of Hatfield 
township, and therefore but a few miles distant from 'Squire 
Roberts's farm. It is a tradition that the marriage was dis- 
pleasing to the 'Squire, and upon the ground of difference 
of religious views. 3 Whatever measure of truth there may 

1 One of the teachers here for several years (1804 to 1819), a man of 
good parts, was William Collum, who must have been B. F. Hancock's 
preceptor. He made the calculations for almanacs published at Doyles- 
town by Asher Miner, and removed subsequently to Philadelphia. 
Others of his pupils contemporaneously with Mr. Hancock were Samuel 
Aaron, afterward famous as a teacher and preacher, who was born in 
the adjoining township of New Britain, and Samuel Medary, afterward 
conspicuous in the public affairs of Ohio, and Territorial Governor, for 
a time, both of Minnesota and Kansas. When Winfield S. Hancock was 
appointed a cadet at West Point, in 1840 (by Hon. Joseph Fornance), it 
chanced that Mr. Medary was a member of the Board of Visitors, so 
that Mr. B. F. Hancock, who had accompanied his son to the Academy, 
met his old friend and companion, and presented the youthful soldier to 
him, even before the Academy officials. 

2 Among 'these at the time of the Revolution and later (he died in 
1801) was Dr. Charles Moore, whose home was at Montgomery Square. 
His wife, Milcah Martha (nfo Hill), was a woman of fine intelligence 
and cultivation. She removed, after the death of her husband, to Bur- 
lington, N. J., where she died in 1831. A small circulating library was 
established at Montgomery Square before 1800, which continued in ex- 
istence for about half a century. Among those who had presented 
books to it in its early years was Mrs. Ferguson, of Horsham, the 
daughter of Dr. Graeme, of Graeme Park. 

3 Though this is a matter of no consequence, I think it not very likely. 
The difference may have been caused by political divergences, the Hox- 
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have been in this, it is certain that 'Squire Roberts's will 
contained a small bequest for Mr. Hancock, which was paid 
him by the executors, in January, 1824 (the 'Squire having 
died in June of the previous year), together with an allow- 
ance, the amount of which had been determined by arbitra- 
tors, " for services rendered the deceased." 

Mr. Hancock's education was sufficient to qualify him as 
teacher at the " Free School," which, as already related, he 
had attended as a pupil. He obtained that position, and 
occupied for a home the dwelling-house end of the school 
building. This was the birthplace of General Hancock, 
who, with his twin brother, Hilary Baker, was born Febru- 
ary 24, 1824. The building still stands. It is a two-story 
stone building, at the hamlet of Montgomery Square, on 
the turnpike, — the old road from Philadelphia to Beth- 
lehem. Here Mr. Hancock remained as a teacher for a 
short time after the birth of the twin children, and then, 
having begun to read law under the direction of John 
Freedley, Esq. ,' of Norristown, removed to that borough, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1828. There he resided, 
engaged in the practice of his profession, until his death, 
February 1, 1867. His third son, John, was born at Nor- 
ristown, March 23, 1830. He and his wife were buried in 
Montgomery Cemetery, on the banks of the Schuylkill, at 
that borough, where the remains of their distinguished son 
have now also been placed. 

Winfield S. Hancock, then a lieutenant in the United 
States Army, married, January 24, 1850, Almira DuBois, 
daughter of Samuel and Almira DuBois Russell, of St. 
Louis, Mo., and she survives him. Their children were: 

(1.) Russell, born October 29, 1850 ; died December 30, 
1884; married, April 30, 1872, Elizabeth Gwynn, daughter 
of Nicholas and Elizabeth (Greathouse) Gwynn. They had 

worths being Democrats of Jeffersonian enthusiasm, while 'Squire John 
was a Federalist. Party feeling in those days had not so subsided as 
would be inferred from the phrase " the era of good feeling," applied to 
Monroe's time. 
1 He represented his district in Congress from 1847 to 1851. 
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four children, — Ada Elizabeth, Gwynn Richard, Almira; 
and Winfield S., Jr., who died in infancy. 

(2.) Ada Elizabeth, born at Fort Myers, Florida, February 
24, 1857, died unmarried, March 18, 1875, at New York, 
and buried at Norristown, Pa. 



Jenkin Jenkin \ 
Mary j 




Peter 

Mary 


Hawksworth ) 


Elizabeth Jenkins =r= John Hawksworth 




1 
Peter Hawksworth 

i 


Edward Hoxworth = Mary Hoxworth 


Richard Hancock ) 
Anna Maria Nash j 


Elizabeth Hoxworth == Benjami 

Winfield Scott 
Hilary Baker 
John 


1 


Hancock 





